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MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING OF STOW LONGA PARISH COUNCIL

HELD AT THE VICARAGE ROOM ON MONDAY 19 JANUARY 2009 AT 8 PM

Present : Councillors Hayes (Chairman), Allen, Dickins, Millington, Young and the Clerk (Mr D Stowell). 

01/09
Apologies for absence - none, all councillors were present.


02/09
Declarations of Interest as to personal and prejudicial interest in relation to any Agenda item - none declared.
03/09
Minutes of Meeting held 24 November 2008 - were approved and signed.
04/09
Matters arising

Village Cross  -  Cllr Young reported that he had e-mailed Tiggy Bays-Griffiths, but had received no reply to date.
05/09
Sewerage Scheme Progress - The Clerk was asked to set up a meeting during daylight hours with Anglian Water, the contractors and CCC Highways to review progress of the verge and highway reinstatements.   Messrs Croft and Webster to be invited also.

06/09
Finance



The following payment was approved




F D Stowell - Salary and excs Oct - Dec 2008 £405.26




Quarterly Budget Review & Bank Reconciliation - The Clerk tabled the relevant documents which were reviewed by the meeting.   The reconciliation of the Cash Book and the Bank Balance at 31 December 2008 was accepted.
Declaration of no changes or to notify changes - Financial and other interests 

Cllr Allen signed the declaration of no change, thus completing the report to be sent to HDC.

Insurance - The Chairman distributed copies of an e-mail he had received from the Suffolk ACRE Insurance Manager, which listed the conditions under which cover would be provided to volunteers by the Group Personal Accident Insurance scheme (which the Council has not taken up).
Insurance for Village Social Committee Events - continuing action on the Clerk and Cllr Young to discuss this matter.
07/09


Freedom of Information, Model Publication Scheme

It was decided that an amended draft document specifying information to be made available under the adopted scheme would be circulated by the Clerk and be considered at the next meeting. 
08/09
Roads, footpaths, verges, trees

Relocation of Post Box - reply awaited from Royal Mail in response to request for their recommendation.
Sign to church on Village Green - ongoing action for Clerk to obtain advise from English Heritage.
Straw lorries  - EPR Ely say that they have had no straw from the area in the past year.   They will let us know  if and when deliveries restart.  Straw from the airfield is probably going to Sundown at Tilbrook / Catworth via Kimbolton.

Speedwatch - letter of 2 December. Awaiting readable copy of operational plan.   The clerk explained that groups of parish councils can buy a speed monitoring kit costing around £3000 for use by volunteers in that group.   Members of the Speedwatch teams would operate in villages other than their own and would monitor and record vehicles exceeding speed limits.   The Police would issue advisory letters to the vehicle owners.    It was agreed that the operational plan be circulated to councillors, but the view of the meeting was that the Parish Council should not spend money on this project.

Traffic Survey 5 / 12 January -  Cllr Dickins reported that he had spoken to the CCC engineer reponsible for setting this up at the bus stop in Spaldwick Road.   He had supplied the following summary of the results :- Total vehicles recorded: 9,975;  Average speed of vehicles: 26mph;  85th %ile speed of vehicles (speed at which 85% of vehicles are travelling at or below): 31mph.

09/09
Health and Safety / Risk Assessment 
Replacemant of picnic table - It was resolved that the Clerk be authorised to purchase from Green-Tech a Large Picnic Table manufactured from brown re-cycled plastic (on the assumption that "large" means 1.8m long) at a price of £275.00  + VAT.   In the event that this table is not 1.8m long, a 1.8m table is to be purchased from Whitehouse at £325.00 + VAT.
10/09
Planning - nothing to report

11/09
Correspondence



HDC Consultation on HDC's policy to limit taxi numbers - reply by 6 February.



It was agreed that no comments be submitted
12/09
Any Other Business - none
13/09
Date of next meeting


Monday 2 March 2009 at 8 pm


The Clerk to prepare a programme of meetings for the remainder of the year.

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.50 pm.
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