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MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING OF STOW LONGA PARISH COUNCIL

HELD AT THE VICARAGE ROOM ON MONDAY 24 NOVEMBER 2008 AT 8 PM

Present : Councillors Hayes (Chairman), Dickins, Millington, Young and the Clerk (Mr D Stowell). An apology for absence was received from Cllr Allen, who had been called back to work.


96/08
Declarations of Interest -  as to personal and prejudicial interest in relation to any Agenda item.   Cllr Millington declared an interest in item 103/08, Planning, being  a neighbour to the applicant.

97/08
Minutes of Meeting held 13 October 2008 - were approved and signed.
98/08
Matters arising

Village Cross  -  Cllr Young reported that he had contacted Dawn Kucera, and Tiggy Bays-Griffiths to whom the "file" had been passed.  The latter said she would pass the information on to Mr Turner.

99/08
Sewerage Scheme Progress - It was generally agreed that good progress is being made. The Clerk was asked to invite Mr Morrison of Anglian Water to come back to the Parish Council before the final decision is taken on the restoration of the verges.

100/08
Finance


The following payments were approved


100254  Suffolk ACRE Insurance premium 1/10/08 to 30/9/09  -  £227.49 


100255  K Royles Grass cutting, 2008 season  - £285.00


100256  SLCC, half share of clerk's 2009 subscription  -  £41.00 

2009/10 Budget and Precept.   Following discussion, a budget as appended to the minutes, was agreed.   It was resolved to set an unchanged precept of £3000.


Clerk's Salary

The Clerk reported that NALC / SLCC jointly recommend that an interim award of 2.45% to clerks' salaries should be implemented with effect from 1 April 2008, pending the outcome of the referral to arbitration.   The result would be to increase the Clerk's salary on SCP22 to £10.068 / hr x 123 hrs pa = £1238 pa.  It was resolved to accept the recommendation.

Annual Insurance , Legal Expenses Cover - The Chairman reported that he had spoken to Suffolk ACRE who said that only 2 councils had not taken out this cover.   After examining the details he recommended that the decision taken at the last meeting i.e. not to take out this cover, should not be changed.

101/08
Roads, footpaths, verges, trees

Relocation of Post Box - Following discussion regarding different locations it was decided to ask Royal Mail what their preferred location would be.
Village Sign plant box  - Comments from Mrs Bezant regarding its deteriorating condition were noted.  It was agreed that the situation be monitored.

Trees in Church Walk - At the end of October, HDC reported that they had identified about ten trees they intended to take down.  They also said that the overhanging bushes near the Church would be cut back at the same time. They agreed to leave the trunk wood for the use of local residents when the trees are cut down. 

102/08
Health and Safety / Risk Assessment - nothing reported

103/08
Planning
Planning application 0803217FUL

Extensions to dwelling, High Bank, Spaldwick Road, Stow Longa.

It was agreed to recommend approval, the Council having no objections.

104/08
Freedom of Information

It was resolved to adopt the Model Publication Scheme 2009  with effect from 1 January 2009.   The Clerk submitted a proposal for the information to be made available under the scheme.  It was agreed to consider this at the next meeting.

105/08
Correspondence

Circulated 25/10/08

CPALC - Revised Constitution, Draft Accounts 2007/08. Agenda for AGM 6/12/08

HDC - report on Flood Forum held 15 October 2008, letter re Gum Targets, letter re Cambridgeshire Together event at the Burgess Hall St Ives on Tuesday 2/12/08.

In the absence of any responses re the CPALC and Cambridgeshire Together meetings, the Clerk replied to say that he will represent SLPC at the latter. N.B. The CPALC constitution only allows clerks to attend meetings of the District Association, and then not to have a vote.

HDC - Registration of Financial and Other Interests - Members are asked to confirm or amend their registration of financial and other interests. A form was completed at the meeting by the 4 councillors present.  The Clerk will contact Cllr Allen later. 

CCC Parish Paths Partnership 2009/10 Applications invited from Parish Councils and local groups wishing to protect, improve, maintain and promote the Rights of Way network. Applications required by 27 February 2009. CCC are prepared to send someone to PC to discuss how it might operate in this parish.  No interest was expressed. 

Gypsy & Traveller Sites Development Plan Document: Issues Consultation: Workshop for Town & Parish Councils - the first stage in preparing a plan - how should size , location, and timing of provision be decided.   Future stages will consider site options and lead to decision on sites which best meet future requirements.  Consultation on first stage will be 16 January to 27 February.   Workshop for PCs will be held in Council Chamber Wednesday 14 January.    No representative to attend.

106/08
Any Other Business

Straw Lorries - Cllr Dickins raised the matter of vehicles travelling through the village un-netted.   The Clerk was asked to write to Anglian Straw about the matter.   Cllr Dickins agreed to provide copies of previous correspondence.

Village Green Sign to Church  -  The Clerk was asked to contact English Heritage for advice regarding restoration of the sign. 

107/08
Date of next meeting


Monday 19 January 2009 at 8 pm

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.27 pm

Stow Longa Parish Council

Adopted Budget 2009/2010

EXPENDITURE
£

To election cost reserve
150.00

Insurance
260.00

Subscriptions CPALC etc
100.00

Play equipment inspection
50.00

Audit fees
120.00

Clerk – Expenses inc SLCC sub
350.00

Clerk – Salary
1300.00

Training 
150.00

Rent of meeting room
100.00

Maintenance of cemetery
335.00

Grasscutting
285.00

Maintenance of assets (inc trees)
200.00

Cont. to minor improvement scheme
112.00

Misc. / contingencies
240.00

Total Expenditure
3752.00




INCOME
£

Precept
3000.00

CCC Grasscutting
360.00

Total Income
3360.00




Balance brought forward   

1/4/2009
4225.00

Plus Income
3360.00

Minus Expenditure
3752.00

Balance to carry forward  31/3/2010
3833.00




Projected reserves at 31/3/2010


Election costs reserve
300.00

Operating reserve
3533.00

Total reserves
3833.00
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