MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING OF STOW LONGA PARISH COUNCIL

HELD AT THE VICARAGE ROOM ON MONDAY 13 OCTOBER 2008 AT 8 PM

Present : Councillors Hayes (Chairman), Allen, Dickins, Millington, Young, the Clerk (Mr D Stowell), 1 member of the public and Mr Karl Morrison of Anglian Water.

84/08
Stow Longa Sewerage Scheme - Karl Morrison of AW gave a brief progress report, the main points being - clearance was received today on the archaeological sites; laying of main pipes will be completed this week and work will start on the laterals.  He will start next week visiting customers to discuss details of their connections The work on the treatment site at Tilbrook is expected to be completed in Jan / Feb 2009 and the scheme should be on-line by the end of March. 

Regarding reinstatements, the current temporary patches on the roads will be topped up.  Work on the verges will be carried out on completion of the scheme.   There was some discussion as to how the verge edges would be reinstated.   Mr Croft pointed out that this is a rural environment and more extensive use of concrete kerbing than at present should be avoided.   Mr Morrison said that the high sections would be the biggest problem.   He confirmed that AW would cooperate fully with the PC regarding the proposals.

The Clerk reported that Steve Alexander CCC Street Works co-ordinator is on leave and unable to attend the meeting.   However he did send the message :-  " I can assure the PC that AW have an obligation to ensure the carriageways, footways and verges are returned to the condition they were before works started, and CCC will not pass the works until we are satisfied they conform to the nationally laid down specifications."

85/08
Declarations of Interest -  as to personal and prejudicial interest in relation to any Agenda item - none were declared.

86/08
Minutes of Meeting held 1 September 2008 - were approved and signed.

87/08
Matters arising - none other than those covered later in the agenda.

88/08
Proposal to recognise the long service of Ray Convine to the Council - it was agreed to defer a decision regarding this matter until early next year.

89/08
Finance


Annual Insurance

The Clerk submitted the Suffolk ACRE renewal premium of £251.99 (including new cover - Legal Expenses  @ £23.50) for payment.    Following examination of the terms of the legal expenses cover, it was resolved that payment of the premium be approved with the exception of the additional cover, this being considered largely irrelevant to SLPC. 

Action : Clerk to obtain revised renewal statement and arrange payment on receipt.

Group Personal Accident Insurance Policy for persons under 75 years of age whilst carrying out voluntary duties on behalf of / or participating in events organised by the Parish Council.   Following examination of the terms of this policy offered by Suffolk ACRE, it was resolved not to proceed further.  

2009/10 Budget -  The Clerk presented an assessment of receipts and payments for the remainder of this financial year to 31 March 2009, and a draft proposal for the 2009/10 Budget.  It was agreed that members should examine this and bring any proposals for amendment or additions to the next meeting.

90/08
Roads, footpaths, verges, trees


Proposed relocation of Post Box  -  Royal Mail have advised that the type of box to be installed is a Lamp Box similar to that shown in a photograph attached to their letter.   Installation is scheduled for 28 October.   Following discussion, it was resolved that Royal Mail be informed that the Council approves of the type of box but, as doubts have been cast on the site originally proposed by the Council, the work should be deferred until after the next meeting when alternative sites will be considered.

Action : Clerk


Jointly Funded Minor Improvement Schemes 2009/10


It was noted that the Hunts Area Joint Transport Committee on 6 October 08 had received a recommendation that 5 schemes in Bluntisham, Bury, Godmanchester, Great Gransden, and Buckden be approved.   Schemes approved were marked between 8 & 11 points.   The Stow Longa Speed Reduction scheme was awarded 6 points.   The Kimbolton Road footway sceme was not scored as the cost would exceed the £35K limit.


Litter Pick - Andrew Murdoch is proposing to hold a litter collection day on Saturday 8 November.  As his proposed notice refers to SLPC having an accident insurance policy covering volunteers, he is to be informed that this is not the case and to revise the notice accordingly.

           Action : Clerk
Village Cross - The Clerk reported that he had recently had a phone call from Mark Turner who, at the Annual Parish Meeting, had expressed an interest in reviving the Village Cross project.  One small file has been passed to Mr Turner but neither the Clerk nor Chairman is aware of the present whereabouts of the main file, which at the PC meeting held on 27 October 2005 was to be handed over by Mrs Kucera.    Cllr Young agreed to contact her to ascertain to whom the documents were passed.

91/08
Health and Safety / Risk Assessment

Picnic Table - It was agreed that costs for a replacement should be obtained.    Action : Clerk

93/08
Correspondence

Letter from Graeme Watkins (Parish Councillor at Farcet and parish councillor representative on District Standards Committee) - 2 vacancies on this committee to bring PC representation up to 3 - nominations to be sent to I Dewar at CPALC for consideration at Hunts Area Meeting on 17 November.

CPALC Hunts Area Meeting - St Ives 17 November

HDC - Funding of Small Scale Environmental Improvement Schemes - applications invited by 12 December.

94/08
Any Other Business - no matters raised.

95/08
Date of next meeting


Monday 24 November 2008 8 pm at the Vicarage Room

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.20 pm
PAGE  
1

