MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING OF STOW LONGA PARISH COUNCIL

HELD AT THE VICARAGE ROOM ON MONDAY 1 SEPTEMBER 2008 AT 8 PM

Present : Councillors Hayes (Chairman), Allen, Dickins, Millington, Young, the Clerk (Mr D Stowell) and 1 member of the public.

71/08
Welcome to new Councillor and Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

The Chairman welcomed Jonathan Young to his first meeting as a councillor.   Cllr Young then signed the declaration of acceptance of office. 
72/08
Declarations of Interest -  as to personal and  prejudicial interest in relation to any Agenda item  -  Cllr Dickins declared a personal interest in item 75/08,  Mr & Mrs Pitts being personal friends.
73/08
Minutes of Meeting held 16 July 2008 - were approved and signed.

74/08
Matters arising

Insurance for Village Social Committee Events - The clerk stated that the advice he had received was that events organised by the Social Committee should be insured separately from the Parish Council Insurance. It was agreed that he would discuss the matter with Cllr Young outside the meeting.

75/08
Peacocks

It was noted that all the peacocks have now been removed.  They were  captured by Ian Seabrook and taken to Tilbrook Wood.   It was resolved that letters of thanks be sent to Mr & Mrs Pitts and to Mr & Mrs Townsend for their help in dealing with the matter, and that a cheque for £125.00 be sent to Mr Seabrook towards his expenses.
76/08
Proposal to recognise the long service of Ray Convine to the Council

It was resolved that a tree (possibly a cherry), with a plaque referring to both Ray and Peggy, should be planted by the end of February at an appropriate site to be found by the Chairman.    


77/08
Finance


The following payments were approved

100252  -  F D Stowell
Clerk's Salary & Excs - July, Aug, Sept £371.75


100253  -  Ian Seabrook    Removal of Peacocks  -  £125.00

78/08
Roads, footpaths, verges, trees

Flooding across Spaldwick Road -  in heavy rain flooding still occurs around the area where the culvert passes under the road.   CCC has ben asked to  dig out the grips.
Repair of damage to edge of Village Green  -  The Chairman stated that he had not been able to speak to the owner of the Old Chapel recently, but would do so when he gets the opportunity.

Proposed relocation of Post Box  -  The Clerk reported that he is still awaiting a reply stating exactly where Royal Mail intend to relocate the box and when the work will be carried out. 
Overgrowing hedge at corner of The Lane and Church Lane   -  Cllr Allen reported that the occupants have cut back the hedge.  He will speak to them again about their offer to trim the shoots from the base of the trees on the green.
Litter Picks -   Andrew Murdoch's offer at APM to organise 2 litter picks a year - Clerk to liaise with Mr Murdoch.

Anglian Water's presentation on archaeology - Mr Murdoch's proposal that someone should co-ordinate this information was considered to be a good idea and will be referred to the Village Committee.
Annual Spring walk  -  It was decided not to pursue the suggestion further.
Adequacy of children's play equipment - the current equipment is considered adequate.   Should proposals for specific items be put forward in the future, the Parish Council will consider them.

Cross on Village Green  -  it was decided to re-open  the question of what can be done to restore the cross.   The Clerk will gather together what information he has on file.   Dawn Kucera will be contacted to confirm how far she had got with the project. 

Sewerage Scheme - Cllr Dickins reported receipt of an e-mail from Anglian Water.   The contents, which AW has authorised the PC to use, stated progress of the scheme as :-

Construction work for the rising main from Tilbrook to Stow Longa has commenced. The main construction within the village will be commencing this week.  Our intention is to complete the work in the main village before Christmas 2008.

Barhale are proposing to do the sewer work in the roads under a traffic light system.   Our intention is to keep the main roads open.   We will obviously need some good will from the residents in the

cul-de-sacs and for some access during day work.   It is our intention where practical to have access to houses at least returned each evening.

It is unlikely that we will be allowing connections before the end of February 2009, until the treatment plant at Tilbrook is commissioned.
79/08
Health and Safety / Risk Assessment

Health & Safety Checklist 31/8/08


Cllr Allen reported that all checks were OK with the exception of :-


Trees on Green - suckers need pruning (referred to in 78/08 above).


Swing - One of the seats has a split and needs to be monitored


Picnic table - a lot of the wood is rotting.
80/08
Planning

The following HDC decision was noted :-

Applications 0801885FUL and 0801883LBC


Extension to dwelling, Ram House, 2 Church Lane, Stow Longa - permission granted, following amendments to application to lower ridge height of extension by 1m from ridge of existing dwelling and reduce width by 200 mm each side.   The proposed extension is thus subservient to the existing dwelling and its addition does not overwhelm the existing C17 wing.

Interim report from Planning Enforcement Officer  - A meeting is to be arranged with the owners of the Kart Club site to inspect the area and ensure that no unauthorised works are being undertaken.

81/08
Correspondence

Neighbourhood Policing Panel Meeting - Stilton Church Hall, Thursday 18 September 7.30 pm

CPALC Website - Members whose email addresses were notified to CPALC have now been issued with user names and passwords to allow access to the members section of the website.

Citizens Advice Bureau, Huntingdon - request for financial support noted - agreed not to respond.
82/08
Any Other Business - no matters raised.
83/08
Date of next meeting


Monday 13 October 2008 8 pm at the Vicarage Room
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.11 pm
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