MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING OF STOW LONGA PARISH COUNCIL

HELD AT THE VICARAGE ROOM ON THURSDAY 17 APRIL 2008 AT 8 PM

Present : Councillors Hayes (Chairman), Allen, Convine, Dickins, Millington, and the Clerk (Mr D Stowell).
22/08
Declarations of Interest -  as to personal and  prejudicial interest in relation to any agenda item - 


Cllr Convine declared an interest in planning application re Kart Club


Cllr Hayes declared a prejudicial interest in planning application re Home Farm
23/08
Minutes of Meetings held 30 January 2008 and 10 March 2008 - were approved and signed.
24/08
Matters arising

Bin Collection -  Cllr Dickins reported some improvement in their re-location after emptying.

Post Box - no progress to report - ongoing action  



Clerk to expedite

25/08
Finance

The following payment was approved : -

Cheque 100244 - CPALC Affiliation fee - £51.91.

It was agreed not to pay the optional additional charge of £35.00 to receive paper communications rather than electronic communications.
Accounts for year ended 31 March 2008

The Clerk presented the Receipts and Payments Accounts Summary to the meeting together with supporting cash book, bank statement, and quarterly budget review.  Following detailed examination it was resolved that the accounts be accepted.

Annual Return for 2007 / 2008

Section 1 - Statement of accounts .

The Clerk, as Responsible Financial Officer, presented the certified statement of accounts to the meeting.   It was resolved that they be approved.    The Chairman then signed the statement confirming the Council’s approval.

Section 2 - Annual governance statement.

The Council considered the statements in this section and resolved that statements 1 - 8 each be agreed without reservation.   Section 9 relating to trust funds was marked N/A.   The overall statement was then signed by the Clerk and Chairman.

Annual Playground Inspection  -  It was agreed that the Clerk should ask Wicksteed Leisure to carry out an unaccompanied inspection at a cost of £40.00 + VAT.

Asset Register - issue 4 of the register dated July 2006 was examined.   It was agreed that the details remain valid and no changes are required.
26/08
Roads, footpaths, verges, trees

Damage to Village Green and adjacent footway  -  caused by building work on Old Chapel site.   The Chairman stated that he had spoken to the owner, who has agreed to having the damage repaired.

Kerbing of Village Green  -  it was agreed to investigate the possibility of extending the kerbing around the Green.   



CCC Highways to be approached.
Action : Clerk
Gullies, Spaldwick Road - Tony King says the gullies were reported as being complete; if they are not the contractor will be informed.   We will now have to wait for 2008/09 season to have these cleaned.

Tony King to be advised that only a portion of the gullies have been dealt with.
Action : Clerk

Hedge outside April Cottage - Tony King will have it done when money available.    As the new financial year has started, Mr King to be asked to expedite this work.

Action : Clerk
27/08
Peacocks  -  5 remain to be caught.     Following discussion, it was agreed that an attempt would be made to trap the peacocks into a trailer by using food as a bait.  At a time when all 5 are in the trailer the door will be closed and the peacocks taken to The White Horse at Tilbrook.




Action : Cllr Hayes to speak to M Whitlock and Tiggy Bays-Griffiths to seek their help.

28/08
Health and Safety / Risk Assessment


Play Area, overhanging bushes  - The Clerk reported that Wayne Stewart has left HDC.   The request for confirmation that HDC would do the work was therefore passed to Peter Haynes, who responded " With the history behind the up keep of the piece of land that we own some and the parish own some, I think that a meeting on site would be beneficial."   Cllr Dickins and the Clerk to meet Mr Haynes on site.







Action : Clerk to arrange

If HDC do not agree to carry out the necessary work in the near future, Councillors will be notified. 

Action : Clerk


The work will then be carried out voluntarily by a Councillor /. Councillors.
29/08
Planning

Hunts Kart Racing Club Appeal - it was noted that the Planning Inspectorate has rejected the appeal by the Kart Club against the decision of HDC to refuse permission for the intensification of use proposed in Planning Application 0603165FUL.

The following comments made to HDC on behalf of SLPC were ratified :-

Application 0704037FUL - Erection of two storey building for B1(c) use with associated vehicle access, car parking and landscaping - land adjacent 14 Harvard Way, Harvard Industrial Estate, Kimbolton.

SLPC recommends approval as the site already has permission for a similar development (0302006FUL) and is contained within an existing industrial estate which includes several similar buildings.

It is the opinion of the Council that the documents supplied by the applicant contain conclusions that are not supported by the information contained within them, particularly in the case of traffic flow.  A

response to the Transport Statement has been prepared, a copy of which is attached.   It is recommended that this be taken into consideration by the LPA when determining the application.


Application 0800764FUL -  Change of use of building from B8 (warehousing/distribution) to

B1 (light industry -  12 Harvard Way Kimbolton Huntingdon Cambridgeshire PE28 0NJ.

SLPC  recommends approval as the proposal will have no effect on the appearance of the building or the traffic associated with the business.

As the Chairman (Cllr Hayes) had declared a prejudicial interest in the following item, he withdrew from the room and the Vice-Chairman (Cllr Dickins) took the chair.

New Planning Application

Application 0801148LBC - Removal of timber partition and replacement of floor bricks, Home Farm, Spaldwick Road.    It was resolved to recommend approval.

At this point Cllr Hayes returned to the room and took the chair.

30/08
Correspondence


Compost Giveaway - HDC are offering to deliver a quantity of bags, normally sold for £1 each, for Parish Councils to give away - quantity and point of delivery required by 30 April.   It is suggested that they are distributed at a compost giveaway event preferably during Environment  Week (2 - 8 June).

It was agreed that the council should ask for 56 bags ( one per household).   Cllr Hayes agreed that they could be delivered to The Old Barn.



Action : Clerk to advise HDC

Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Biological Records Centre are co-ordinating a pond survey.   The aim is to map all ponds in the area (including as many garden ponds as possible) and gain some information regarding the species present.    Survey postcards are available from the Clerk - one per pond.   It was agreed that the postcards be delivered with the Chairman's letter.

Action : Clerk / Chairman  

Play provision in Huntingdonshire - HDC request details of current and planned play provision including items on any "wish list".    It was agreed to supply information on the current play provision and to indicate that the Council had no plans for more equipment.


Action : Clerk

Mrs Joan Pitts - she acknowledges that action is in hand regarding the village green damage and the public footpaths, but draws attention to the continuing serious problems caused  by the peacocks.   Mrs Pitts to be informed of the latest proposal for their removal.



Action : Clerk 
31/08
Any Other Business


No matters raised
32/08
Dates of future meetings
8 May 2008 in Parish Church  -  Annual Parish Meeting at 8 pm followed by Annual Parish Council Meeting

In the absence of any other business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.05 pm
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