MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING OF STOW LONGA PARISH COUNCIL

HELD AT THE VICARAGE ROOM ON MONDAY 10 MARCH 2008 AT 8 PM

Present : Councillors Hayes (Chairman), Allen, Convine, Dickins, Millington, the Clerk, (Mr D Stowell) and one member of the public.

11/08
Declarations of Interest -  as to personal and  prejudicial interest in relation to any agenda item - none declared.

12/08
Minutes of Meeting held 30 January 2008 - were approved subject to the addition of the letter from Mrs Pitts under the Correspondence heading.
13/08
Matters arising

Bin Collection -  Cllr Dickins reported continuing problems to the Clerk on 3 March and supplied supporting pictures.  Clerk sent copies to Nic Martlew at HDC, who replied "Mick Housden and his team leaders have been monitoring the bins and the bins are being returned on to properties.  Unfortunately, we can not guarantee to return every bin to the exact spot it was collected from.    I notice on picture one that the bin is away from the road, on the property, but due to the uneven surface the bin is leaning forward.   In rural locations placing the bin away from the edge of the road is normal practice, I will ask Mick and his team to continue their bin watch and ask the collections crews to place the bins further on the properties and beware of the uneven surfaces."
Post Box - no progress to report - ongoing action  Clerk

14/08
Finance

Rent of Vicarage Room -  Since April 2003 payments have been £50 for up to 8 meetings and £7.50 for each additional meeting.    Following discussion it was resolved to increase the payments with effect from April 2007 to £8.00 per meeting, regardless of the total number in the year.

The following payments were approved: -

Cheque 100242  W. Gaiser - Rent of Vicarage Room - 8 meetings 2007/08 £64.00

Cheque 100243  F D Stowell - Clerk's salary & expenses to 31 March 2008  £346.38
Internal Auditor - letter of appointment sent to Mrs Hazel Cooper.

Traffic calming -  possible options to which SLPC could contribute -  ongoing action - Clerk  

15/08
Roads, footpaths, verges, trees

Damage to Village Green and adjacent footway  -  caused by building work on Old Chapel site.   The Chairman stated that he had spoken to the owner, who has agreed to having the damage repaired.

Kerbing of Village Green  -  it was agreed to investigate the possibility of extending the kerbing around the Green.   



CCC Highways to be approached.
Action : Clerk
Gullies, Spaldwick Road - Tony King says the gullies were reported as being complete  if they are not the contractor will be informed.   We will now have to wait for 2008/09 season to have these cleaned.

Tony King to be advised that only a portion of the gullies have been dealt with.
Action : Clerk
Potholes, Spaldwick Road - Tony King says they will be filled shortly   Atkins have an order to carry out the work. Further patching will be carried out in 2008.   Cllr Dickins confirmed that the potholes have now been repaired.

Hedge outside April Cottage - Tony King will have it done when money available. 


Footpaths and Bridleways - Cllr Dickins reported that he had spoken to the CCC Footpaths Officer who agreed to walk the paths around Stow Longa to check on the way markers and condition of the paths.   His subsequent report to Cllr Dickins stated that :

a.
Only one waymarker was missing and is to be replaced (on the bridleway behind Manor Farm pointing Spaldwick).

b.
The footpath immediately behind Stocking Farm, linking with the footpath adjacent to the disused railway line is to be made accessible and the way marker 'cleared', also the road hedge is to be cleared providing access from Stocking Lane for the footpath (adjacent to the disused railway) towards the Gas Pumping Station.

c.
The footpath across the field immediately behind 21/23 Spaldwick Road is to be cut in the Spring.    The contractor will report if access to the field is not maintained.

d.
The bridleway beyond The Lane is in poor condition, however maintenance will be delayed until after the sewer has been completed, as it is possible the bridleway will be used as a means of access.

e.
The footpath to the east of Spaldwick Road to the bridleway behind the Church requires further investigation - it appears that it has been built over.

f.
Substantial repair work has been carried out over the last few weeks on the bridleway from Stow Church to Spaldwick with the laying of planings over the worst areas (muddy) and cutting the hedges back.

Cllr Dickins reported that he had walked this path and can confirm that it is much improved; a considerable amount of work has been done making the path suitable for all weather walking.  However no planings have been laid on the track adjacent to the Church, which remains very muddy.    CCC advise that this is because the track is firm.    It may be that SLPC should ask CCC to reconsider this decision since it is by far the worst area throughout the whole path.
16/08
Peacocks - Cllr Millington stated that a lady from Thurning is interested in acquiring the peacocks.    She has a huge acreage into which they can go.    The question of transporting them to Thurning has still to be resolved.   She is still of the opinion that the mate of the female should go to the lady at Leighton Bromswold..   Cllr Allen reported that The White Horse at Tilbrook is prepared to take all of them.


It was agreed that the latter offer should be followed up first.    If unsuccessful, the Chairman agreed to ask Tiggy Bays-Griffiths to assist in transporting the peacocks to Thurning and Leighton Bromswold.
17/08
Health and Safety / Risk Assessment

Play Area, overhanging bushes  -  Wayne Stewart of HDC has been asked to confirm that he can deal with this.
It was agreed that if HDC do not carry out the work shortly, SLPC will consider organising a working party to do the work   Cllr Convine also offered to bring his hedge cutter to the site.

18/08
Planning

Hunts Kart Racing Club Appeal - further correspondence - following the last meeting the Clerk had examined the HDC files and sent a report to Cllrs Hayes, Dickins, Millington and Allen on 1 February.

Hunts Kart Racing Club Appeal   -  Cllrs Hayes, Dickins and Millington and four other residents had attended the hearing on 12 February.    The decision by the Planning Inspectorate is awaited.

Planning Application 0704037FUL - Erection of two storey building for B1 use with associated vehicle access, car parking and landscaping, Land adjacent to 14 Harvard Way.   As full details were not available at the meeting. it was agreed that when available they would be circulated to members for comment, and that the Clerk be authorised to respond to HDCon receipt of all comments.

19/08
Correspondence

HDC re Street naming and numbering  -  The following change of name of property was noted.  "Bluebells" The Lane to be known as "Ringleton" The Lane. 

Speed Limits - to note contents of CCC Highways Network Management, Information Leaflet 2 stating how the speed limit policy is to be implemented.   Work is being focussed on the A and B road review which is expected to take until 2011 / 2012 to complete.  Outstanding requests for speed limit reviews on lower class roads are being reviewed.   If any with a high accident rate are identified , consideration will be given to funding from the most appropriate programme area.   Remaining requests will be kept on waiting list until funding becomes available.

Speed limits can be funded by third parties.   All costs would have to be met, including speed surveys, assessment work, Traffic Regulation Orders, signing and any physical features required to achieve compliance with speed limit.

Carillion-URS  -  A14 J15 Bythorn to J28 Boxworth  -  work to improve 8, convert 10 to emergency use only and to close 1 will be undertaken overnight from 3 March to 12 May. 

HDC to Dept of Communities & Local Government - copy of letter 1/2/08 requesting intentions regarding Council Tax capping.

Kate Day, CCC Countryside Access Team  -  Offer to supply posts and waymarkers and practical assistance.   Annual grass cutting of footpaths is undertaken through CCC contracts and Farmers' contracts in May and July.  Are there any paths which the PC would like to be cut but have not been in the past.

NALC and ACRE "Parish Partnership Model" - copy being circulated.

Cambridgeshire Highways - FAQs - circulated to members 29 February. 
Report from Anna Holder PCSO - "The only incident that has happened recently has been the car accident.

As for the speed checks, these are ongoing and I have conducted some recently, again, words of advise were given out but no FPN were issued."    In response to Clerk's requests for details of speeds noted, AH responded that Stow Longa has a 40mph speed limit.    Most people will stick to this but there are a few that are driving through the village at 45 to 50 which is not acceptable.
20/08
Any Other Business  -  Cllr Dickins reported that the road across the airfield had been repaired.
21/08
Dates of future meetings


17 April  2008 to approve 2007-08 accounts and complete annual return


8 May 2008 in Parish Church  -  Annual Parish Meeting followed by Annual Parish Council Meeting

In the absence of any other business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.45 pm
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