MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING OF STOW LONGA PARISH COUNCIL

HELD AT THE VICARAGE ROOM ON WEDNESDAY 5 DECEMBER 2007 AT 8 PM

Present : Councillors Hayes (Chairman), Allen, Convine, Dickins, Millington, and the Clerk, (Mr D Stowell)
96/07
Declarations of Interest -  as to personal and  prejudicial interest in relation to any Agenda item.     None were made.

97/07
Minutes of Meeting held 16 October 2007 were approved and signed.

98/07
Matters arising


Sewerage Scheme  -  The Chairman reported that the start of work has been delayed for 6 months


Peacocks  -  Cllr Millington reported that the lady who wanted to take one had not yet done so.

Post Box -The Clerk reported that a reply is awaited from Royal Mail regarding the proposed relocation.

Lime trees on Green - The Chairman reported that he and his brother will do the work shortly if still required.
Bin Collection  -  The Clerk reported that he had referred the matter to Cllr Mike Baker who advises that he has spoken to Mr Martlew who is anxious to follow up complaints such as the bins not being returned to the positions from which they were collected.  Mr Martlew requests details of dates and some greater detail, so that he can identify the personnel concerned.
Action : Councillors to e-mail Clerk with details of future problems.
Complaints made direct to HDC by residents - The Clerk reported that he had referred the matter to Cllr Mike Baker who has investigated and says that HDC is unable to advise the Parish Council of complaints etc. that it receives direct from residents, the reasons being that it would be a very expensive, time consuming and complex operation, but more importantly it might well contravene the Data Protection Act.
Communications received by the Parish Council from residents  -  Cllr Dickins said his concern was that when letters etc were sent to the Chairman or Clerk, the content should be passed to all councillors.    Those concerned will ensure that this is done in future.  
99/07
Finance

102.07 The following payment made between meetings was approved :-

102.08 Cheque 100238    HDC, recovery of Parish Council Election Costs,  £361.00 
102.09 
The following new payments were approved:-

102.010 
Cheque  100239  F D Stowell, salary and expenses 3 months to 31/12/07    £346.06

102.011 
Cheque  100240  SLCC, half Clerk's Membership Renewal 2008    £35.00

102.012 
Cheque  100241  K Royles, grasscutting 2007      £275.00

102.013 
Budget and Precept for 2008/09

The Clerk presented a summary of the 2007/08 accounts to date and an estimate of the balance to be carried forward at 31 March 2008, together with a draft budget for 2008/09.   Following detailed discussion a budget for 2008/09 was agreed, and it was resolved to set an unchanged precept of £3000.    
100/07
Planning


Comments on Local Development Framework: Core Strategy: Preferred Options


The Clerk reported that HDC is carrying out a Public Consultation from 30 November 2007 to 11 January 2008.    Documents can be viewed on HDC's Planning website.   Hard copies are also available from Clerk.   They comprise : -

Preferred Options - Volume One  ( The main document stating the proposals).   

Preferred Options - Volume Two ( how the preferred options in Volume One were decided on).

Draft Final Sustainability Report : Core Strategy 2007 Preferred Options. 

The Clerk stated that he had read Volume One in detail and had found nothing which adversely affected Stow Longa.   He had, however, submitted 5 comments highlighting possible errors.   These, together with any submitted by other consultees, can be viewed on the HDC Planning website.   

New Planning Application 0703654FUL -  Industrial Development Plot 6, Harvard Industrial Estate.

It was resolved to recommend approval because the proposed development is on an established


industrial site, and the buildings proposed are in keeping with the surrounding buildings.   In responding the Clerk is to draw attention to the parish council's concern about the increase in traffic to and from the site which will occur when this and the recently approved development of Plot 7 are completed, and to recommend that the possibility of the applicants providing funding for a footway in Kimbolton Road, Stow Longa be considered.

Planning appeal by Kart Club against refusal of permission for increased use  -  No date has yet been set for the hearing.
101/07
Roads, footpaths, verges, trees

Jointly Funded Minor Improvement Scheme  -  The Huntingdonshire Traffic Management Area Joint Committee met on 3 December  to consider a  recommendation that the conclusions of the report on the 2008/09 scheme be accepted.   The Stow Longa scheme was amongst the 21 schemes not scored, the reason in the case of Stow Longa being that it exceeds £35K. (12 other schemes were rejected for the same reason and 3, for footway improvements, including dropped kerbs, were to be passed to the maintenance department).

102.014 Footway outside Old Chapel site  -  It was noted that the building work has damaged the footway.   It was agreed to take no action except to monitor the position on completion of the development.

Drains in Spaldwick Road  -  The problem of incorrectly sited gullies and of flooding outside Stow Cottage, which causes a hazard when flooded have not yet been dealt with.







Action : Clerk to remind Tony King of CCC Highways
102/07
Health and Safety / Risk Assessment
Cllr Allen stated that he would present a report at the next meeting.

103/07
Correspondence
Neighbourhood Policy Profile, September 2007 -  One of 3 priorities  tackled in the last 3 months was alleged speeding traffic and HGVs exceeding speed limit in Ellington, Spaldwick, Stow Longa and Catworth.    To date there is no evidence of weight limit being exceeded; PCSOs are being trained to allow them to carry out speed checks.

Safe Neighbourhood Panel Meeting held at Sawtry  on 3 December identified the following priorities 

1 - Anti-social behaviour including with motor vehicles in Sawtry,   2 - Rural Reassurance checks ref Distraction Burglaries,  3 - Speeding in rural villages &  HGV and the B1043.   It was agreed  that the PCSO should be asked for a report on the results of recent checks.

Action : Clerk
Affordable Housing in Stow Longa  -  HDC s Rural Exception Policy allows sites that would not otherwise come forward for development to be considered for the provision of affordable housing if they meet an identified local need.   The Parish Council's help is requested by identifying any potential sites and, if any are found, to help with carrying out a Village Survey to identify need.   It was decided to take no action as there is believed to be no need for such housing in the village.
Funding Opportunities - Small Scale Environmental Improvement Schemes  -  Bids are invited by 14 December for schemes which enhance, protect or repair areas or features in the village.  A minimum PC contribution of £1 per elector is required, or 25% of scheme cost.   It was resolved that no bid be made this year, but that a scheme is prepared for restoration of the Village Cross with a view to a bid being submitted next year.Action : Clerk to "dig out" existing papers regarding the Cross.
Contracted Bus Services Consultation  -  CCC is considering  the following service changes :-


Service 401    Option 1 -  no change

Option 2 - 0811 to Huntingdon and 1640 from Huntingdon to run Mon - Fri only, instead of Mon - Sat

Service 405 to Peterborough 2nd Wednesday and Service 408 to St Neots Thursday  -   services to continue but operator may submit revised timetables.


The reply date being 5 December, the Clerk has replied that we would prefer option 1 for service 401 (no change) as the services  they propose to remove in option 2 provide an opportunity for passengers to connect with services to and from Cambridge on Saturday.
Rural Services Survey  -  The Clerk has completed a Cambs ACRE survey of services available in the village, or distance to the service if not available in the village -  subjects included Post Office, post box, telephone box, banking facilities, cashpoint, PayPoint, shops, mobile shops and delivery vans, pub, petrol station , recycling facilities, doctor's surgery, dentist's practice, other health services, places of worship, meeting places, sports facilities, noticeboards, website, internet access for public and Broadband coverage. 
Revisions to mobile library service  -  From 9 January, the library van will stop at the Green on alternate Wednesdays from 11.50  to 1210.    A  notice will be displayed on the parish notice board.

Cambridgeshire Local Access Forum  -  Comments are invited on strategic access and recreation issues either in writing or at one of the meetings to be held in 2008 across the county, the nearest being Tuesday 29 January  -  Buckden Millennium Centre, and Tuesday 27 May  -  Hinchingbrooke Country Park.    Meetings start at 6.45 pm.
Hunts Car Parking Strategy - Draft Action Plan Consultation  -  As the consultation period was 12 November to 5 December and no comments have been received from members, the Clerk has responded on behalf of the Parish Council.
104/07
Any Other Business

Proposed amalgamation of parishes.
An elections panel meeting was held 20 November, which recommended to the District Council that the proposed boundary change between Stow Longa be accepted, subject to clarification by the Parish Council of the exact location of the proposed boundary.   The Clerk had a meeting with Lisa Jablonska of HDC the following day, when the details were clarified.  The document to be submitted for formal approval by the District Council will therefore comply with the Parish Council's proposal.   The Panel also has recommended that the proposed amalgamation of Spaldwick and Stow Longa parishes be dropped.
Neighbourhood Watch  -  Cllr Dickins said that information on local crimes is not being issued as efficiently as it had been in the past.

105.07 Future Spending Plans  -  The Chairman requested that this be an agenda item at the next meeting.

105.08 Action : Clerk
105/07
Date of next meeting - Wednesday 30 January 2008 at 8 pm
In the absence of any other business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.08 pm
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