
MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING OF STOW LONGA PARISH COUNCIL

HELD AT THE VICARAGE ROOM ON TUESDAY 17 JULY 2007 AT 8 PM

Present : Councillors Hayes (Chair), Allen, Convine, Dickins, Millington, and the Clerk, (Mr D Stowell)

There were no apologies for absence.

In the absence of PCSO Holder at the beginning of the meeting, the Chairman said he would proceed with the next item on the agenda, and would allow her to speak if and when she arrived. 

63/07
Declarations of Interest  as to personal and prejudicial interest in relation to any Agenda item. 


The Chairman stated that, following the last meeting, he had carefully read the rules and had concluded that Cllr Millington's interest in the Hunts Kart Racing Club, on the grounds that her home is probably more affected by noise from the track than others in the village, is not prejudicial. 

Cllr Convine declared a prejudicial interest in the Hunts Kart Racing Club planning appeal, and in the planning applications relating to 16 Spaldwick Road (being owner of the neighbouring property) and stated his intention to leave the meeting when these items were discussed.

64/07
Minutes of meeting held 20 June 2007  -  were approved and signed.

65/07
Matters arising


Peacocks - Cllr Millington gave a report on the current situation.   Various offers to take the surplus birds are under consideration.

66/07
Finance

Conclusion of 2006/07 Audit

It was noted that the audit was concluded satisfactorily on 6 July 2007.   The required notice together with copies of Sections 1, 2 and 3 of the Annual Return are displayed on the notice board.

The following payments were approved :-


Cheque 100234  Moore Stephens, Audit fee 2006/07 £50.00 + £8.75 VAT = £58.75


Cheque 100235  CALC, Code of Conduct advert  £24.00


Charge for use of Church - A letter received from the PCC suggests that with the rising cost of heating, insurance etc that £20 per meeting would be a realistic sum.   It was unanimously agreed to pay this charge for future meetings.

67/07
Code of Conduct


Adoption of Code


It was resolved to adopt the Model Code of Conduct for Parish and Town Councils 2007, which includes para 12(2), with effect from 1 September 2007 and to ask CALC to advertise the fact and to inform the Standards Board and the HDC Monitoring Officer.

Changes to Standing Orders

The Clerk tabled proposed amendments to Standing Orders deleting all references to the old code and replacing them with references to the new code - these were accepted by Council and the Chairman agreed to amend the Standing Orders accordingly and issue copies to members and the Clerk.

The Clerk also tabled a proposed amendment to allow the Council to take advantage of para 12(2) of the new code.   This would have allowed electors and, consequently, councillors with a prejudicial interest in an agenda item, to speak about the matter subject to specified conditions.

This proposed amendment was rejected. 


The Clerk reported that the Monitoring Officer had arranged training sessions in Huntingdon, St Ives and St Neots, but had also offered to visit individual parish councils for the same purpose.    The Clerk suggested the possibility of sharing  such sessions with other local councils.    The meeting agreed with this approach and asked the Clerk to try to arrange a meeting in the area.
68/07
Roads, footpaths, verges, trees

Lime trees on Village Green - It was noted that there is excessive growth of shoots around the base of the three trees.   The Chairman agreed to remove them.

Jointly Funded Minor Improvement Scheme

The Chairman tabled a proposal based on last year's submission but including some proposals to reduce costs of the scheme.
 
Action : Clerk to incorporate the proposal in this year's bid. 
69/07
Health and Safety / Risk Assessment

In response to a query raised by Cllr Allen, it was agreed that a quarterly check would be satisfactory.   He agreed to provide a report for the next meeting.

70/07
Correspondence


CALC -  Bulletin June 2007-07  + Letter & attachment re Policy Development. 

CALC - Huntingdonshire Strategic Partnership - thematic group nominations.

It was agreed to taake no action regarding these matters 

Circulated 3/7/07

CCC Trading Standards leaflet

Report of Safer Neighbourhood Panel held at Ellington 19/1//07.

HDC Public Meeting Schedule July 2007

HDC Standards Committee Agenda etc. 5/7/07  
71/07
PCSO Anna Holder report


Traffic - An officer from the Traffic Police is monitoring the amount of traffic.


Boy Racers - Section 59 notices (valid for 12 months) are being handed out when a vehicle is being driven elsewhere than on a road and when the vehicle is causing alarm, distress or annoyance to members of the public.   In the event of repetition, the vehicle can be confiscated.

Jointly Funded Minor Improvement Scheme - PCSO Holder agreed to look at our proposed bid and to discuss with her sergeant. 


72/07
Any other business - Future Plans


Post Box relocation


The Clerk confirmed that he had been in contact with Royal Mail in Peterborough who said that they would be prepared to consider a proposal to relocate the post box to a more suitable site.   Members agreed to consider alternative sites and bring suggestions to the next meeting.
.

73/07
Date of next meeting


Wednesday 29 August 2007 8 pm in the Vicarage Room


Cllr Convine left the meeting at this point.

74/07
Planning


Officer Report regarding Sewage Pumping Station - copy to members for information.

The following HDC decision was noted :-

0701588FUL  -  Extension to Workshop; Unit 5, Nene Road, Bicton Industrial Estate;  Permission granted. 

New Planning Applications

0702100FUL  Extension to dwelling, 16 Spaldwick Road, Stow Longa
0702120FUL  Extension to dwelling, 16 Spaldwick  Road, Stow Longa

(Similar to 0702100FUL but with sun room in place of open balcony)

There being no adverse comments, it was resolved to recommend approval of both applications.

Hearing of appeal re 0603165FUL - Kart Club intensification of use.

The Chairman stated that he had spoken to Elizabeth Fitzgerald, HDC's case officer, and had obtained a copy of her statement to the Planning Inspectorate. 

He confirmed that he had written to the Planning Inspectorate on 15 July 2007, restating the Parish Council's case for opposing the original planning application.   Copies of both were given to the Clerk and each member.
In the absence of any further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.20 pm
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